34    FORTY YEARS IN AND OUT OF PARLIAMENT

experienced supervision of Powell Owen, one of the greatest experts
in the land, he started a poultry club, which had in 1939 over a
hundred members, who won many prizes at the Crystal Palace
Show with their birds and at the Home Counties Agricultural Show
and elsewhere. Their own shows organised by the Bethnal Greeners
themselves drew a large entry from all over the country. I brought
down many distinguished visitors, including Ministers of Agriculture,
to open the shows. They have an equally successful rabbit club,
which has twice been opened by the Duke of Norfolk, when Under
Secretary to the Board of Agriculture. Quite apart from these
clubs being hobbies and adding to the food supply, they have done
something to bring town and country together and promote under-
standing. More than one back-yard poultry breeder has opened
up as a small-holder. But it is a long way from Ashford to Bethnal
Green, and I had many experiences in between.

What a splendid Liberal Government we. had in 1906, few as
distinguished before, and none since quite up to its standard.

Henry Campbell-Bannerman was not a great orator or spell-
binder, but he had sound common sense and excellent judgment.
But above all he was a great Liberal and a man of fine principle.
There were three men in his Government to win fame afterwards,
as Prime Ministers: H. H. Asquith, Lloyd George and Winston
Churchill. There were in it wellinown writers like Professor
Bryce and Augustine Birrell, and among the Junior Ministers were
Herbert Samuel, Walter Runciman and John Burns.

Alas, I was not there to cheer the great Liberal victory and help
shape the legislation which in spite of the obstruction of the House
of Lords was to do so much to improve the social conditions of the
people.

Here I would like to mention a little experience I had the follow-
ing summer. I became a member of the Eighty Club which had
been formed in 1880 to celebrate the great Liberal victory. It was
a somewhat highbrow society with headquarters in the Temple
and largely run by lawyers with political ambitions. Qualification
for membership was readiness and ability to speak for the Liberal
Party anywhere and at any time, and the members did very good
work for the cause.

As it happened the victory of the Liberal Party synchronised
with a victory of the Party of Independence in Hungary, and they
hastened to sentd an invitation to British Liberals to come to Buda-
pest and join in celebrations.

Edward Grey, for obvious reasons, did not encourage the idea,
but side-tracked it by handing the invitation to the Eighty Club,
whose members jumped at the idea of an official visit to Hungary,